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ABSTRACT : PURPOSE: To make step-and-repeat with high throughput possible, simplify mecha nism, 
and improve reliability, by sucking and holding a mask and a wafer on the periphery of the 
recess of a sample holding member, and carrying the mask and the wafer to a specified 
position with a conveying system in the manner in which the mask and the wafer are 
sucked and held on the periphery of a notched part. 

CONSTITUTION: The tip of a conveying system 7 is provided with a U-shaped or 
square-shaped notched part. A sample holding member 1 is smaller than the notched part, 
and can freely ascend and descend from the tip of the conveying system 7 through the 
notched part. Thereby it can receive, from the conveying system 7, a mask 3 or a wafer 1 1 
which is sucked by an suction part 16 of the conveying system 7 and carried. The sample 
holding member 1 is provided with a recess 5, and the suction part 6 is arranged outside 
the recess 5 and not in contact with a mask pattern 4. Therefor carrying and fixing of the 
mask 3 and the wafer 1 1 are enabled by applying the same conveying system 7 and 
sample holding member 1 , so that step-and-repeat using fewer parts is enabled. 
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